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March 27, 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents & Caretakers, 
 
Thank you for your continued support and flexibility as we work through these unprecedented times as a 
community. To help prevent the spread of COVID-19, our school is closed to students and the public until 
Monday, April 6th. At this time, it remains unclear if we will be able to re-open on that date or if the 
closure will be extended. In either case, learning will continue, and we will provide an update next week. 
 
As educators, we miss seeing our students every day and are concerned for their well-being during this 
confusing time. Most importantly, we care about their safety and therefore support the government 
orders and recommendations that have been made to slow the spread of this disease in our community. 
We also salute you, as parents and caretakers, for the extra time, resources, and protection that you are 
giving your children during this time. We want you to know that our teachers are working from home and 
available to support and encourage you. If you would like to get in touch with a teacher, you can find a 
staff directory on our school website or send us a message through our school website’s Contact page 
which we will forward to your child’s teacher.  
 
Governor DeWine announced House Bill 197 on Wednesday, March 25th which provides answers to some 
frequently asked questions by schools and parents. Some items from the bill that may impact families are: 
 

• eliminates state and federal testing for the 2019-2020 School Year; 
• waives the third-grade reading guarantee retention requirement, however districts are still 

responsible for determining if a student has demonstrated the reading proficiency needed to 
move to fourth-grade; 

• permits schools to grant high school diplomas to students on track to graduate and for whom 
the principal determines that the student has successfully completed the curriculum; 

• permits boards of education to use electronic communication for in-person meetings and 
hearings during the emergency period but not later than December 1, 2020; 

• permits schools to make up through distance learning any number of days or hours necessary 
to meet minimum instructional hour requirements (meaning school will not be extended into the 
summer); 

• modifies student promotion requirements allowing districts to determine and promote the 
students who were on track to move to the next grade level at the point the public health order 
to close schools was issued. 

 
Despite our extended break from school and the uncertainty of when we will resume, our staff has been 
working hard to support students and families. We have created a special web page to communicate 
regularly with parents and to offer resources.   
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Visit the COVID-19 Update Page (link to it from the pop-up on your school homepage) to find:  
 

• Regular Updates & Information from School Administration 
• Meal Program Information where families can pick-up breakfast and lunch meals for children age 

18 and younger 
• Remote Learning Resources which are optional packets, materials and links to support your 

child’s learning at home 
• Additional Resources about public health and talking to your children about COVID-19 

 
We as educators, along with you as parents, have many more questions that have yet to be answered, 
and we will continue to be in touch with you as the April 6th date approaches. In the meantime, we 
encourage families to utilize the academic enrichment materials provided on our website, and to stay 
home, stay safe, and keep as comfortable as possible so that our students are healthy and ready to return 
to class. 
 
Sincerely, 
ACCEL Schools Administration 
 
 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Why is the school closed? 
Governor DeWine ordered a closure of all Ohio schools that began Monday, March 16th for a three-week 
period. The action was taken to contain the spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19).  
 
When will my student be able to return to school? 
Our target date to re-open school is Monday, April 6th in accordance with Governor DeWine’s order for all 
Ohio schools to close through Friday, April 3rd. However, it is likely that this date will be extended. We will 
be in touch with families as soon as possible to provide an update.  
 
Will students be able to finish the 2019-20 School Year? 
Our goal is to resume formal academic instruction as soon as possible to finish the 19-20 School Year.  
Instruction may continue in an online or blended schedule, and we will be in touch with families as soon 
as possible to provide an update. 
 
If a lot of school is missed, will my student have to repeat their current grade level? 
Emergency legislation passed this week provides Ohio schools the ability to promote students to the next 
grade level as long as students were on track to move to the next grade level at the point the public health 
order to close schools was issued.  
 
Will my student need to go to summer school to make up for missed school? 
There is a possibility that a few students maybe be invited to summer instruction or online coursework in 
order to ensure promotion to the next grade level for Fall 2020. If this is the case for your student, the 
school will contact you with more information and available options. 
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When will the 2020-21 School Year begin? 
No changes have been confirmed at this time for the 20-21 School Year Calendar. Please stay updated by 
completing your re-enrollment with the school which ensures that you will receive all parent notifications 
as we approach the new school year. 
 
Where can I get free breakfast and lunch for my children (even if I didn’t need it before)? 
There are a number of locations available to your family to pick up daily breakfasts and lunches for any 
child age 18 and under. You can find out information about Meal Assistance on our school website on the 
COVID-19 Information page. 
 
What can I do to help my student academically during this extended break? 
Our teachers have provided remote learning resources for parents to facilitate at home with their 
children. These resources are optional and can be found on the school website by visiting the COVID-19 
Update Page. Additionally, you may contact your child’s homeroom teacher for questions and support by 
viewing the staff directory on the website or sending a message through the Contact page. 
 
 
 


